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President’s Message  
 
From Steve Hawes  – Hello, Northwest Seattle Little League (NWSLL) families.  I hope this newsletter 
finds you healthy and happy this New Year.  Baseball and softball are right around the corner, and we’re 
all looking forward to another fun spring and summer of ball.  Registration is now open for the 2011 
season – just log into our league website (www.nwlittleleague.org) to sign up.  Returning players can be 
easily registered again for the upcoming season.  Individual player registration fees will remain the same 
this coming year, except in our Rookie (ages 6-8) level, where we have raised fees to $75 per player.  
This increase was necessary because the Crown Hill field is now managed by the Seattle Parks and 
Recreation Department, and NWSLL in now required to pay to rent that field.  Fees at all other levels 
remain the same and are among the lowest in our District.   We will continue to have a single fund-raising 
event, our annual Spaghetti Feed, on May 6th.  Last year’s event was a huge success, and we raised 
approximately $14,000 in funds for the 350 kids in our baseball and softball programs.  Special thanks go 
out to Toni Frost, who coordinated last year’s event, sponsorship coordinator Mark Cutshall, and our 
great NWSLL sponsors who provided all of those great raffle items!  We are extremely grateful for your 
support.   

Online Registration is now open! 
 
Registration is now open for the 2011 season.  Just go to our website: www.nwlittleleague.org and click 
on the Registration link.  If you registered a child with our league last year, all of your contact information 
will still be in the system.   
 

Tryouts for the Upcoming Season 
 
Tryouts for Northwest Seattle Little League baseball divisions will take place on Saturday March 5 and 6.  
For Minors (9 and 10 year olds), tryouts are from 2pm to 4pm at the Ingraham 60’ field.  For Majors (11 
and 12 year olds), tryouts will be from noon to 2pm at Ingraham.  Tryouts for 13 and 14 year olds 
(Juniors) will take place at the Whitman Middle School 90’ field between noon and 2pm Saturday March 
5 only and for 15 and 16 year olds (Seniors) will be from 2pm to 4pm.  You must attend one tryout 
session in order to be guaranteed a place on a Northwest Seattle Little League team.  All players who 
attend a tryout will be selected to a team.  However, those not attending a tryout session will only be 
placed on a team if there is enough room. 

General Membership 
 
During registration you will be asked if you would like to become a member of Northwest Seattle Little 
League.  All board members, managers, coaches, and umpires will be required to become members.  
Membership is only $5 and allows you to attend the general membership meeting in September where 
officers of the board for the coming season will be elected.  If you are interested in having your voice 
heard, please join our membership and attend next year’s General Membership meeting at the Crown 
Hill Center! 
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Congratulations to our 2010 Little League Teams! 

 
 

 SEATTLE SKI AND SNOWBOARD      GIRLS SOFTBALL AT HUSKY STADIUM 
 
Last year, about 350 players and 27 teams comprised Northwest Seattle Little League.  We had our 
biggest group of 6 to 8 year olds in recent history, with 120 boys and girls and 10 teams playing in our 
coach-pitched co-ed baseball league.  In Minors baseball (ages 9 and 10), Luisa’s Mexican Grill had the 
best regular season record, going 13-1, but it was Lane Hardwood beating Fischer Plumbing in the end 
of season Championship game in June 2010.  In Majors (ages 11 and 12), Fischer Plumbing and Seattle 
Ski and Snowboard tied in the regular season (9-5 each) and met in the finals, with Seattle Ski and 
Snowboard taking the Championship.  Other regular season highlights include our Seattle Police  
Guild sponsored Juniors baseball team (ages 13-14) going 11-8 during the regular season, and our 
combined Ballard/Northwest Minors softball team, sponsored by 3GIs, going 12-5 during interleague 
play.  Our combined Queen Ann/Northwest Juniors softball team made it to the finals of the Seattle 
Interleague softball championship and played their Championship game at Husky Stadium, where 
University of Washington softball stars Ashley Tuiasosopo and Hooch Fagaly threw out the ceremonial 
opening pitches.  What a thrill!  In the District All-star tournaments in July 2010, Northwest Seattle LL 
fielded 5 teams, and our Junior’s team had a great run of early tournament victories and reached the 
finals of the District 8 Championship, falling to a tough Richmond team in the end. 

Sponsorship  
We would like to thank the many 2010 sponsors of Northwest Seattle Little League.  We greatly value 
and benefit from your support of our league and we encourage NW Seattle LL families to support you in 
return!  Our annual Spaghetti Feed dinner was sponsored by Swansons Nursery and our Picnic was 
sponsored by Swedish Physicians Ballard.  2010 Team sponsors included Edward Jones - Debbi 
Vanselow, Snoose Junction Pizzeria, Ballard Kiwanis, Edward Jones - Cassandra Peterson, Dr. Fogerty, 
Nelson Orthodontics, Fischer Plumbing, Roth’s Legal Eagles, Masons St. Johns Lodge #9, Phil’s Auto 
Body Shop, Broderick Architects, National Dry Cleaners, Swansons Nursery, Lane Hardwood Floors, 
Seattle Ski and Snowboard, Top Banana Produce, Seattle Police Guild, Luisa’s Mexican Grill, Hi-Life 
Restaurant, Patty’s Egg Nest, and Ballard Pediatrics.  If your company is interested in supporting NW 
Seattle LL in some way, please contact sponsorship coordinator Mark Cutshall at (206) 356-2191 

Funding for Continued Field Renovations and Equipme nt 
Last year, Northwest Seattle Little League contributed $10,000 towards the completion of the Soundview 
3 & 4 dugouts, which were finished in early 2010, and we appreciate those of you who contributed 
towards their construction.  This year, Northwest Seattle LL hopes to continue with field improvements 
and to purchase new equipment, such as pitching machines for our teams.  Further, Northwest Seattle 
Little League continues to be committed to sponsoring families who are not able to pay for registration 
costs so that their children can play baseball or softball.  NO CHILD WILL BE DENIED THE ABILITY TO 
PLAY LITTLE LEAGUE BECAUSE OF THE INABILITY TO PAY FOR PLAYER REGISTRATION, and 
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you can help by sponsoring a family which is less fortunate than your own so that they can play ball.  
Contributions to Northwest Little League are tax de ductible!   IRS Tax ID: 91-1188131.  If you can 
help out, please make a donation when you register your children this year. Thanks! 

Umpire Volunteers needed 
Northwest Seattle Little League has a huge need for more parent or community umpires.  As you know, 
Little league is an all volunteer organization, and that philosophy applies to umpires. Paying umpires is 
expensive and many paid umps do not even know the specific Little League rules.  However, every year 
we have to encourage parents to sign up for umpiring.  Umpiring is a great way to enjoy the sport of 
baseball or softball. It is easier to get started especially if you don’t have the time or skills for coaching.  
Training is offered at the district and league levels. We can even place an experienced umpire with you 
to get you started.  Our website allows umpires to sign up for the games they want and our league 
furnishes each team with gear.  Northwest Seattle LL will provide umpires with personal gear if they 
become a regular.  Additionally, District 8 is providing evening classroom training sessions regarding 
Little League rules in mid March at Shorewood cafeteria and have set up field clinics at Loyal Heights 
Community Center on March 12 and 26 as well.  Please contact interim Umpire in Chief Mark Brown at 
MarkB@portfoliocommunications.com for more information.   Try it - you’ll like it! 

Other Volunteers and Board members needed 
Our league is possible because of volunteers, and it takes dozens of volunteers each year to ensure that 
your children have a positive experience with Little League baseball and softball.  Due to a transition of a 
number of key volunteers, we are in need of some new members, especially those with young players in 
our league.   Besides coaching and umpiring, there are a number of Board positions open, including 
Safety Coordinator, Umpire in Chief, Juniors/Seniors Baseball Coordinator, and Player and Coaching 
Development Leader.  Keep in mind there is a job for everyone no matter how much you know about 
baseball or softball.  Our community needs you so that we can offer baseball and softball to 350 kids in 
our area.  Please contact League President Steve Hawes at (206) 789-1411 if you are interested in 
coaching, being an umpire, preseason field clean-up, field maintenance, being a team parent, helping 
out at the Spaghetti Feed or League Picnic, or joining the board. 
 

 
        Crown Hill Field Clean-up Day – Spring 2010  
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Coordinator of Juniors/Seniors Baseball Divisions:   After many years as volunteer coordinators for 
our 9/10 (Minors), 11/12 (Majors), and Juniors/Seniors baseball divisions, Geoff Saunders, John 
Hostetler, and Ken Lane have retired from our LL board, as thy no longer have children playing in our 
league.  Thanks Geoff, John, and Ken for all of your work over the years – we will miss you!  John and 
Karen Wilson have taken up the helm as co-coordinators of our Minors Division, and we are pleased to 
newly welcome Jeff Masumoto, who will be coordinating our Majors Divisions.  However, we are still in 
need of a Juniors/Seniors baseball coordinator.  This job entails contacting and selecting coaches, 
running the player draft, updating the game scores on the District 8 website, managing any issues during 
the regular season, and leading the all-star selection process.  If you are interested in becoming a 
Coordinator, please contact a board member.   We have guidelines written up and our board members 
will provide plenty of support to make it as easy as possible for you to enjoy your volunteer experience! 

Seattle Parks Department Budget Cuts 
As I’m sure you are all aware, the financial crisis that our nation and region are experiencing has affected 
the City of Seattle especially hard.  As a result, the Seattle Parks and Recreation Department has 
approved a $10.2 million budget reduction, and has closed a number of community centers.  In addition, 
they have increased user fees for Little League from $2.50 to $6 per hour for practice and from $5 to $10 
per hour for game use for all of our baseball and softball fields.  Further, they are proposing reducing 
maintenance staffing by 14%, reducing work on ball field grounds keeping, and eliminating the lining of 
the ball fields on game days.  Unfortunately, all of this means that we as an organization will have to do 
more to maintain our ball fields in the future and may have to raise registration fees next year.  Let’s 
hope most of these changes are temporary. 

Crown Hill Park Development 
The Seattle Fire 
Department recently 
vacated their temporary 
firehouse at the Crown 
Hill Park, and the 
planning and design 
process for the Crown 
Hill Park is now 
complete.  Construction 
of the Crown Hill Park 
is set to commence in 
the Spring of 2011 and 
will include a renovated 
baseball field, two U-8 
soccer fields, a skate 
park, and plenty of 
beautiful landscaping. It 
is expected that 
construction will take 
up to a year.   At this 
time, it is unclear how 
much of our baseball 

season for the Rookie league (ages 6 to 8) we will be able to complete at that field, but we are hoping to 
play there as long as possible this spring, with games and practices moving to other fields (Soundview 
and/or North Beach) when necessary.  We are very excited about having a renovated field and park, and 
look forward to playing at the new field in 2011.  Updates and additional information are available 
through the Crown Hill Neighbors Association www.CrownHillNeighbors.org and the Seattle Parks 
Department http://www.seattle.gov/parks/projects/crown_hill/ 
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Little League Bans Composite Bats 
 
On December 30, 2010 Little League International issued an immediate moratorium on the use of 
composite bats in all divisions of Little League baseball (but not softball), due to safety issues of bats 
breaking after extended usage.  Some composite bats have been approved for use in the Juniors, 
Seniors, and Big League baseball divisions.  
http://www.littleleague.org/learn/equipment/approvedcompbats.htm 
 
This will not affect bats provided by Northwest Seattle Little League to 
teams, as we have previously purchased only aluminum bats for our 
teams.  However, this may affect bats which you have purchased in 
the past, and you should not purchase a new composite bat for your 
child for use in Little League baseball.  On January 7, Little League 
posted a list of approved non-wood bats, which they will update as 
new bats are approved.  So please check with the Little League 
website before purchasing a new bat for your child.  Here is the web 
address for currently approved bats: 
 
http://www.littleleague.org/Assets/forms_pubs/2011ApprovedNonWoodBatList.pdf 
 
Little League has an informative website, at which you can find out about the latest changes in rules and 
regulations, read about Little League policies, news and information, and download forms and 
publications.   All of this and much more is available at:     http://www.littleleague.org/ 
 

 

Current Northwest Seattle Little League Board Membe rs 
Please thank these board members when you get an opportunity.  Their work allows 350 kids in our 
community to play baseball and softball. 
 

Steve Hawes President 
Laurie McGibbon Vice President / Mariners Day Coordinator 
Jane Cramer Secretary 
Ed Kelly Treasurer 
Bob Ulrich Webmaster  
Mark Cutshall Sponsorship / Publicity 
Dag Aakervik Equipment Manager 
Mark Brown Umpire in Chief 
Dave Sampson Field Maintenance / Softball Coordinator 
Rick Nimmer Rookies Coordinator 
John Wilson Minors Co-Coordinator 
Karen Wilson Minors Co-Coordinator 
Jeff Masumoto Majors Coordinator 
Susan Onstad Uniform Coordinator 
Dean KiloDavis Board Member at Large 
Chuck Cole Board Member at Large 

 


